
Typical Patent Costs

The following tables estimate typical costs for patent protection in both Canada and the U.S.A 
for an invention owned by a small entity.

Year 0: Initial patent application (Canada)
Task Typical cost (CAD)
Drafting new application $10,000
Filing fees at CIPO $600
Misc.  after  filing  costs  (assignment,  certified 
copy)

$650

   Total: $  11,250  

Year 1: Follow-on application (United States)
Updating draft for US filing $1100
Filing fees at USPTO $1100

   Total: $2200

Years 2-4: Overcoming rejections and allowance
U.S.A. $10000
Canada $5000

   Total: $15,000

Years 2-19: Maintenance fees
Canada $6900
U.S.A. $9400

Total: $16,300

Grand total over 20 year life: $44,750
(~$2240 / year average)
(~$187 / month average)
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Small entity in Canada

"Small entity", in respect of an invention, means an entity that employs 50 or fewer employees 
or that is a university, but does not include an entity that:

 is controlled directly or indirectly by an entity, other than a university, that employs more 
than 50 employees; or

 has transferred or licensed or has an obligation, other than a contingent obligation, to 
transfer or license any right in the invention to an entity, other than a university, that 
employs more than 50 employees.

Small entity in U.S.A

(1) Person. A person, as used in paragraph (c) of this section, means any inventor or other 
individual (e.g., an individual to whom an inventor has transferred some rights in the 
invention) who has not assigned, granted, conveyed, or licensed, and is under no obligation 
under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or license, any rights in the invention. An 
inventor or other individual who has transferred some rights in the invention to one or more 
parties, or is under an obligation to transfer some rights in the invention to one or more parties, 
can also qualify for small entity status if all the parties who have had rights in the invention 
transferred to them also qualify for small entity status either as a person, small business 
concern, or nonprofit organization under this section.

(2) Small business concern. A small business concern, as used in paragraph (c) of this section, 
means any business concern that:

(a) Whose number of employees, including affiliates, does not exceed 500 persons; and 

(b) Which has not assigned, granted, conveyed, or licensed (and is under no obligation to do 
so) any rights in the invention to any person who made it and could not be classified as an 
independent inventor, or to any concern which would not qualify as a non-profit organization 
or a small business concern under this section. 

Micro entity in U.S.A.

 Qualifies as a small entity;

 Has not been named as an inventor on more than 4 previously filed patent applications;

 Did not, in the calendar year (2022) preceding the calendar year in which the applicable 
fee is paid (2023), have a gross income exceeding $  212,352   USD ($  276,270   CAD)  ; and

 Has not assigned, granted, or conveyed (and is not under obligation to do so) a license or 
other ownership interest in the application concerned to an entity that, in the calendar year 
(2022) preceding the calendar year in which the applicable fee is paid (2023), had a gross 
income exceeding $  212,352   USD ($  276,270   CAD)  .
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